N-terminal sequences of small ion channels in rectal glands of sharks: a biochemical hallmark for classification and phylogeny?
The rectal gland of sharks contains a 13.2-kDa microsomal protein that in primary structure resembles to a variable extent the mammalian Cl- channel phospholemman. It appears to reside in basolateral as well as in apical membranes. The large variation in primary structure among different orders and families of sharks could make the protein a hallmark for classification.